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S E I C H O   T A N I G U C H I

FOUNT
OF
LIGHT

INFINITE POWER
We have infinite power therefore we can accomplish anything.
However, there are an exceedingly large number of people in
society today who believe, “I don’t have infinite power.”

It’s true—we aren’t as strong as gorillas or elephants, and as
for knowledge, there really isn’t anyone who knows everything.
However, this is because we’re thinking about the physical
person. In reality, we are not physical beings. We appear as
physical beings in this phenomenal world, but our physical
body eventually dies and turns into ashes. The true self is life
that lives eternally, and we refer to this as spirit or a child of
God. We also refer to this as Buddha or God. We have infinite
power because we are life that will absolutely never die.
Infinite power does not come forth in those who adhere to the
formula, man = a physical being. That is because in the phe-
nomenal world what we recognize with our mind appears. In
other words, this world is similar to a canvas that an artist
uses and shows the picture within the parameters that he rec-
ognizes he can draw.

We can understand then why there are a countless number
of people who, even though they have infinite power, do not
express that but go on in life thinking of themselves as poor
students, losers, or being in poor health.

This happens, not because they are fools or sick, but because
they get caught up in the physical self and the world of matter.

Drawing Out Potential



7J A N U A R Y  2 0 0 8 ,  V O L U M E  5 7 ,  N O .  16 S E I C H O - N O - I E  T R U T H  O F  L I F E

Everyone’s True Image is that of a perfect and harmonious
child of God.

If one can agree with this, one can express and manifest infi-
nite power in this world to a certain extent, too. I say “a certain
extent” to be conservative, because we have a physical life span
of about 100 years. Essentially we are reborn in different phe-
nomenal worlds, and depending on the training we receive, we
can manifest as much as we like.

You may ask, “Won’t it be manifested even if we don’t prac-
tice or train?” There is nothing in the phenomenal world that
we can master without practicing or training. We become adept
at speaking our native language because, as a fetus, we listen
to it and then practice enunciating it after we are born. The
same holds true for dialects. The reason why parents’ accents
are transmitted to their children is because they practice lis-
tening and speaking.

THE WAY OF THINKING CHANGES
Mr. Kouichi Matsuda of Nara City, Japan, became a Seicho-No-
Ie member in 1978, after his uncle in Osaka had been sending
him copies of Seicho-No-Ie magazine for a while. When he first
opened the magazine, he was a bit surprised to read, “Each per-
son is a child of God and has infinite power,” but he wanted to
study this teaching more in depth. So he went to the home of a
Seicho-No-Ie teacher, got a copy of a Truth of Life volume, and
began to read it quite earnestly. He received a phone call from
his uncle in Osaka inviting him to a Grand Lecture being held
in that city. He went with his aunt and uncle and attended a
Grand Lecture for the first time.

He was very moved at the words, “Those who love God can do
everything.” Until that point, he had had no confidence at all,
and had been living a very depressing life. However, after hear-
ing these words, he gained confidence and was able to deal with
everything. He was elected to be neighborhood president at the
same time he joined Seicho-No-Ie, and he went on to be chosen

seicho  taniguchifount  of  light

as a leader in his group at work. In this way, when the mind rec-
ognizes the infinite potential within, one’s environment and fate
changes and one can demonstrate one’s abilities all the more.

In 1987, Mr. Matsuda’s neighborhood started having a lot of
problems, one of which was a serious water shortage stemming
from an issue with the water supply. When all they were able to
get was a trickle of water, people throughout the neighborhood
began running around with buckets. As soon as Mr. Matsuda
became president of the neighborhood, he had discussions with
the president of the Water Bureau Union and created a commit-
tee for the construction of a new waterworks system.

Fortunately, there was a national forest next to the town and
they found a large amount of good-quality water there. Five
members of the building committee went to the Nara Local
Forestry Office and asked that a water line be created using
that location as the water source. However, their proposal was
denied because, if they were to use that as a water main, it
would be impossible to spray herbicides in the nearby moun-
tains and it would also make it impossible to cut down the trees
without permission even if the trees grew to be big.

LEAVE EVERYTHING UP TO GOD
In this way, people tend to think of things only from their own
perspective and don’t think about what is best overall. They can
be very narrow-minded, and when that happens, those who are
applying for approval are at a significant disadvantage.
However, Mr. Matsuda and the committee went to petition
again. This time they were told, “You are responsible for what
happens in your community.” They had nowhere to turn.
Relying on the vice president of the city council, they then
decided to go to the Nara Municipal Office to submit their
request. Once there, they had discussions with someone from
the water department, but still nothing changed.

For some reason, no one paid any attention to them, even
when they requested that the water department be the liaison
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in discussions between them and the local forest office. The
members of the construction committee went home feeling very
dejected and sad.

Mr. Matsuda, however, went home and began to practice
Shinsokan meditation, and when he did, he recalled all the
wonderful things that had happened to him in the eight years
since he had joined Seicho-No-Ie. He thought, “Oh, how arro-
gant I’ve been!”

During his Shinsokan, he realized, “It wasn’t anything that I did
that caused such wonderful things to keep happening to me up
until now. They were all expressions of God’s wisdom and love.”
He then decided to leave everything regarding this waterworks
project to God as well and continued to practice Shinsokan med-
itation with this mindset. After a month, people stopped talking
about building a new water main, considering it a lost cause.
Then on May 5th, just as Mr. Matsuda was about to leave the Nara
Municipal Office where he had gone on some other business, it
suddenly occurred to him to ask a certain person for advice.

KNOWING THE WAY BEYOND THE PHYSICAL WORLD
Mr. Matsuda went back immediately and he was able to talk
with Mr. A whose name had suddenly come to him. After telling
him about the pending problem, Mr. A introduced him to Mr.
B. This Mr. B was someone who was familiar with the Forestry
Agency, so on August 25th, they were able to get an official
“Permit for Use of Land Within the National Forest.” In March
of the following year, all construction was completed and they
were able to provide each family in the neighborhood with an
abundant supply of water.

In this way, when you leave everything in God’s hands during
Shinsokan meditation, you will visualize from deep within your
mind that all wealth and power is overflowing in the True-Image
World and it will definitely manifest at the appropriate time.

—From Kagirinaku Utsukushii, “Exceedingly Beautiful,” pp. 207-217

fount  of  light

D O  Y O U  N E E D divine healing?
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are an unexpected number of things that are old. Because we
know the Truth, we are not fooled by and we do not get
caught up in the newness of things that are false. We always
seek things that are eternally new. We do not consider things
that are new today but will become old tomorrow as being
new. There is always new creation where the life force works
vigorously, and where new creations are taking place, there is
a life force that works vibrantly.

We are welcoming the New Year, envisioning new ideals,
and beginning a new life. Since we are eternally in the center
of the expression of God who is infinite, new, positive thoughts
and plans always come to mind when unfolding the infinite.
Nothing is uniform in the infiniteness of God, however there
are some things that will never change. They are sincerity,
devotion, filial piety, faithfulness, and integrity. When these
virtues are manifested through our daily life, we will find a
true newness that will move people eternally.

ABOUT THE SOUL’S PROGRESS
All people have their own distinct, individual, and natural tal-
ents. Each person is given a time and place to demonstrate his
own utmost value and strength.

Therefore, he will not be able to perform with the highest
efficiency everywhere everytime. For example, if a person is
talented as an artist but is employed as a sheet metal work-
er in a factory, the person will not be able to fully demon-
strate his own distinct, individual, and natural talents.

Then how can we find the place and time to discover our
own distinct, individual, and natural talents? There is no
other way than by polishing and refining our wisdom and
thereby knowing ourselves.

All unhappiness comes from a lack of wisdom, which means
that the biggest unhappiness is ignorance. That is why

masaharu  taniguchi

“And I saw a new heaven and a
new earth: for the first heaven
and the first earth were passed
away; and there was no more
sea.” (Rev. 21:1)

The new heaven and earth are open to those who know the
Truth. We can see that new heaven and earth because we
have come to know the Truth. We are able to see the heaven
and earth where God reigns everywhere. The heaven and earth
that God governs consists of harmony, peace, order, and pros-
perity. Nowhere can disharmony and darkness be seen.

God reigns in a state of perfect harmony over our world,
our country, our society, our family, our work, and our body.
Jesus Christ taught, “. . . the Truth shall make you free” (John
8:32). And because now we know the Truth, we have received
total freedom and will never be confined by old thoughts and
old order. We are born anew. We create a new world and a
new life. New things do not always conflict or contradict the
old. Within that which is old, there is an eternally new Truth,
and within that which society recognizes as being new, there

M A S A H A R U  TA N I G U C H I

Receiving and
Welcoming a New
Heaven and Earth



13J A N U A R Y  2 0 0 8 ,  V O L U M E  5 7 ,  N O .  112 S E I C H O - N O - I E  T R U T H  O F  L I F E

Socrates said, “Know thyself,” and Shakamuni Buddha
emphasized enlightenment.

Wisdom and intellect (knowledge) are sometimes used inter-
changeably, but they are actually quite different. Intellect is
directed outwards and refers to all things in the outside world.
Wisdom is directed inward and is to know the self. By know-
ing oneself totally, one’s life force will begin to work complete-
ly at the appropriate time and will find the appropriate place
to work. Wisdom that comes welling up from within works
intuitively and one is able to know things exactly as they are
and one’s actions become perfect.

We cannot know things decidedly and immediately through
knowledge or intellect. Through our senses, our intellect gath-
ers different information, totals it, and groping in the dark,
draws a conclusion. Those conclusions are sometimes correct
but also sometimes mistaken. That is the limitation of knowl-
edge or intellect.

Wisdom can grasp things in their entirety at once and draw
a conclusion. However, since wisdom must be manifested
through the realization of the divinity within, we must deepen
our introspection as we do in Shinsokan meditation. We must
constantly practice Shinsokan meditation and visualize, “I am
one with God. God’s wisdom guides me from within.”

Only reading the Seicho-No-Ie books, etc. of the universal
Truth and neglecting Shinsokan is like losing a wheel off a
bicycle. The soul cannot proceed forward.

WE ARE A CREATION AND CREATOR AT THE SAME TIME
The fact that the mind of the Creator which created every-
thing from the simplest element of hydrogen via mathemat-
ical order is within us shows that we are one with the mind
that exists within all people and things. That is why we can
understand the structure of heavenly bodies that live tens
of millions of light years away. In one way, we are only a
miniscule created existence. But because the mind that cre-
ated all things is within us, by fully utilizing this, we are a
creator and, at the same time, one of God’s creations. While
our fate is in the grasp of the Creator’s mind, we can
restructure our own fate using the mind of the Creator that
we have within. All creatures are alive, and all have the one
mind of the Creator within. Through the resonance of our
vibrations, we can receive guidance and assistance from
higher existences (highly developed spirits), and through
their spiritual vibrations can further change our fate. We
are not so weak that we must submit to a passive fate.
Through our mind, we can interact with all living things,

masaharu  taniguchireceiving  and  welcoming  a  new  heaven  and  earth



15J A N U A R Y  2 0 0 8 ,  V O L U M E  5 7 ,  N O .  114 S E I C H O - N O - I E  T R U T H  O F  L I F E

can become one with the Creator, and cooperate with Him
to change the direction of our fate.

THE NEW HEAVEN AND EARTH AND THE MISSION OF YOUTH
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was
no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud
voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is
with men, and he will live with them. They will be his peo-
ple, and God himself will be with them and be their God.
He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no
more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order
of things has passed away.” (Rev. 21:1-4, NIV)

I always read this passage when welcoming the New Year and
anticipate the new heaven and earth.

For the new world to be born, for the new heaven and earth
to come, it must be that the new city comes down out of heav-
en from God. In other words, holy ideas from heaven must
come down into you.

You, having the realization of a child of God, first have the
right to be the medium that showers down the ideas for the
new world.

New order within the world will not be attained through the
workings of a person’s intellect alone. When “they are his peo-
ple, and God himself will be with them and be their God,” the
ideas of Heaven will be manifested in this world and we will be
able to eternally realize a world with “no more death or mourn-
ing or crying or pain.” 

I ask all of you to purify your mind, cleanse yourselves, and
use this moment to resolve to be the medium for the ideas of
the new world that will come showering, undistorted upon us.

The youth in particular, so pure and divine, are most able
to hear the voice of God.

Jesus taught, “. . . if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be
made salty again?” (Matt. 5:13, NIV). Youth who are not pas-
sionate about and lose their ideals and who are concerned and
care only about their own work, life and advancement are like
the salt that has lost its saltiness.

Within all humankind, it is the youth, as those selected by
God, who should be passionate about the ideals they have
within and rise for the sake of humanity, for the sake of their
country. All youth whom I love, who have been chosen by God,
rise now!

—From Jinsei wo Mitsumete, “Gazing at Life,” pp. 110-121
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